corY.

THE NATURE AND PRINCIPLES OF THE INSTITUTION.

RellePe Grand laster & Brethren.

1t is my privilege and duty to address you on the
subject of the Nature & Pr:.nclples of the mark Degree. you will leulise
that in so doing it is qu:rbe :meoss:.ble for me to more than irtrcduce the
maln points of the subgec'b. It has been said of ma.rL masu* r that, "The
Degree brings us at once ‘into a practlca.l atmosphere. Iu acce,ting this
statement let us understend its meening to be, the use of som» ol the
thn.nbs of Qperative lasonry to 1llustrate mere C.I.vd.rly vhe vital principles
of our speoulat:l.ve Sciences
- No one could have rivea us a be‘-ter slogan if we may
call it such, than he who eon.ned .he <cateme 1+, +hat jasonry is, "A systen
of morality, veiled in allegory and illustreced by symbol." Let me put
it to you in a.notlr;er wayl aad say, jesoncy consists of a soul or prineiple,
which down the ages hes voven f7i itself a body. thet during the recent
centuries nhas a.nswm'—ad the fo.'m :n which we have it today. This is I
think reébgnis;.i though nov perhaps in the way I put it.

(fosv au‘bhorita’cive masonic writers recognise it as
the "joyal Ar‘t,”- £8 it we.s ca.lleé. 200 years ago in the Book of Constitutions
rf 1/.3., © A ole writer says, "An Art which, for the Lodge, :che place of
-“.n.‘bructl\n, consists in educating its appre'ntices in Humanity with the help
of lasonic symbols; eand which, for _individua.l Freemasoﬁs; V is the art of
life, of self-knowledge, o;' strict self-;education, a.ﬁd harmonic mode of
living; +the art which declares love its greatest commandment ; the art of
educating the individual soul, as well as menkind, to be the dwelling place
of the Ltermal.” <
« In germeny, prior to its Nazi madness, —'bhe General
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' Hendbook of Freemasonry, said,A"Freemasonry is:the activity

of closels; associated men, who, employing symbolic forms

work for the welfare 61‘ menkind, seeking to ennoble themselves
a.ndmothers, in order to bring into beirg a universal Brothurhoud
of Huma.ni'by'." |

S0, too, in ‘the Constitutions of “utch
Fre-emasonr&' the aim is said to "be, "Tb perfect' t e indji-dlualr
end guide mankind towards better end more Famenic dévelopment.
Thet the first duty of mankind is to dedieite itse'f So the
welfare of humsn society end to saci'ifice itrsoli if necessary,."

Frederick e qreat, a-iler in Jasonry, says
it is, "A means of educatirg k¢ people vo be better mombers of
society, to be more virtuwous and more charitable,."

M ch is hoord today about a New World, but
how are we to ept it 7 PBig 'vageé, fine houses, good clothes,
luxurious fcod and all the other amenities of life will not bring
it. Uil nen ra.nt a new spirit end principle of life, there
can b no Jew ymld. Here then is one ;:>f the opportuni:bie‘s- for
Uescary if th> above expressions of the fundamental {zse, purpose
end principles of Jasonry are correct.

when“the yw.né liason asks if t'here is
anything more to be learned then just' the ritual of the céremon,y,
as the writer has been on more than ons 'occa.sion, surély the

answer should be in agreement with the above quoted expressions.,

~contde.=—



Ze

We ;aerrb the fact that we are not operative but speeula:tive .msons
a.nd in the llark Degree are always reminding eurselves that the work ng
tools must be so understeod, einee they are in othef degrees. Ve speak
of them as symbols of. disciprline and education but do not eda that
discipline is truth in action as J.t orders and dire.cte Ove lives; whilst
education is the development of character as we acquiie greater love -and
harmony to modify our desires and aspirations.. | ;/hilst tken the form and
ceremony of the Lodge is the body of Lason;'*'. ivs soul or spirit is that
wh:.ch is, "ancient and honourable, " and bos been *aniled down from time
immemorial o Thls applies equally o Aa.;k Meson~v as to any obher degree.

: in the earliesy known perk [finute we read that, "aAt
the Royel Arch Cchapter held :t, +he G\\;\rae Tfavern in pPortsmouth on First
September 1769 that he, umcKeN ey, -nade the Brethren Mark llasons and
ifark Mesters.® H>wely the hiscorian writes, "The Jark Degree has
evi:dem.:ly always beea a greut favourite with the Companions of the
Chapter. 'Th> evidenc> seems to show that it was conferred by the
» Chapter uws st aboui the mlddle of the 19th century. :

The cendidete in the chapter after he has taken his

Ls .S told thac he has been exalted 1zrto this supreme Degree, truly
Jdenominated, The Essence of Jjasonry. At the end of his exaltation he is
J‘.n:f‘.‘ormed. yhen you were ra.lsed to the third degree you were informed
: thet the genuine secrets of a IleM. were lost and ’che:t certain substrbuted
en.gns were adopteds These secretas were redlscovered in the manner which

has been explained to you th:Ls even:mg."

Dassigny said of the Royal prch, "It cannot be

7
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treated with too much reverence," and Dermott remarks, "The Royal A
I firmly believe to be the root, heart and marrow of lMasonry," The R
Arch is t'he custodian of the secrets of ljasonry which are symbolic in the
" nature bub living in their meaning. Granthem in his, "Introductiown vou
Mark lMasonry" says, "The origin of Freemasonry is hidden in ths masts of
the dim past long prior to 1717, for Masonry is Amo,re' than a cbaritable
organisation or a venue ef social intercournse. vThe éL 1'osophy cuncealed

within Jasonry is too deep to uave been tacked on to a nondesc.igpc

-

series of casual tr;ea‘brica.ls, and if tﬁé realit; or this Sm.er meaning
be not accepted, nothing remains but an emp:y shell o1 ma.ke-bélieve." </
This is neizther ;bhe tize or piacs to go iﬁbo the A
'origin and nature of ljasonic symbc.f isizd I havd done ‘l;hat in my
pemphlet on, "lasonry and Symbslisrn," wher= I have tried to show
that the origin tekes us bak bo thc ‘n.g.fn.ning of these things
end illustrates that tke .oul of wsonry is réally a.nciént and
honoﬂrable, end doos acﬁually tewe us back to time :i:nnﬁemorial.
Briefly *hen, when we speak of thé "sacred
word," it wcans more . thau Just syllebles of letters; it 1s
reminicoent of philosophical times when the idea was that of the b -
Lo;?\'s v Wisdom, A In our search for fhis we pass through
“the three Jdegrees of ‘the Craft end are then led to enter
into the experier;ces of the R'oyal Arch. Here a much more :
préfouhd knowledge awaits us and we at last stand face to
face with the problem of J.B.o.' : How meny heve sa‘bisfa.ctorily
solved the mysteries there presented ? The s:tudent, however,A
is not content, his search‘ is for the soul of Masdnry. One
thing is noticed the further we go back the more frequent is

=contd,-
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the use of Hebrew terms, which in itself is a hint of its ancient
origin. But with. the recollection of JeBe0. in mind we wonder how far
there is a Bebylonien trait associated with it. In our search for “thiz
inmost of ljasonry we trace our ﬁay Etill i‘uz;tner back through the
philosophies of Aléxandria.. td the mysteries of the Ka’bbe.lis‘,‘., and as
Grantham truly seys, we lose ourselves in those mists 27 e pas.
usually kﬁown as prehistoric times.

Yet do we lose ourselvess?ior is ibh’ that, freed
from the p.ersuasive power of material evencs und things, we are at liberty
to indulge the mind in the contemplaticu of the fnlamental law, the
commendment of love; which I would .ephrase e8ud call the will to do

I would svzges, then thet away back long before the
time of thé Wﬁhoiogies, 8¢ I have 2oinved out in my pamphlet, the science
of symbolism reigned aid wvas undc.stood. The NMost Anciént Peoples
deligirted to make v'e.pr\;'sen’ca{"i.o:‘s of the things they learmed about the
Logosr or Wisdoiu thaf they night :De elways reminded of those mysteries.'
Thése thirg= :épreéeﬁted pi‘inciples, so you had the iaw of cause end
effect or syumbolisi in ité begimnings. Unfortunately the ﬂkey has been
o=t “1db ycu wnd I are looking for it to find again the éenuine secrets of
& MuMe. s \urvobject being, as the putch lasons say, "To perfect the
individua.l end guide menkind towards better and more harmonic development."

It was from that Logos or j{jisdom that the gpirit of
llasonry sprai:.g a.na thence the slogen, "j system of morality, veiled in
allegory end illustrated by symbol.¥ It was the study of thése ellegories
that gave rise to the words of werning of the I.G. when he declared, "Lhere
is an alerm 3" and the lester replied, "jtho dares interrup:t our august'
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mysteries 2"
& According to some of the old SsS there is
on record at least Qn; Enstance whéré the rulés of the Léage
made it a duty after the business was over to spend an hour
in the contemplation of the mysteries, This too was the
custom in the far off days among our, "Holy Ancestors, the
Atoning Priests," who mst have been the Priests of iscael,
of whom the Rabbis of the Uid&le Ages were ‘the (escendarti,
This contemplation of ﬁﬁe Logos éf Wisdom y=s nu other th.n that
which the ritual of today tries in its rezy small way to preseﬁt
lfo the 5rethren. This we are enjoiued vo do that we may; "meke
progress in the science." I cea acsure tlie brethren that this'
study of sfmbolism is not so'wely dilfiwult and I commend it to
yo;rAéerious'consideraticn. -

1t is tnisrfoul of lasonry tha£ the mnrk-
Degree strives to muke oui gouls It suggests we should mark
well His holy 1omﬁ;;dmsqts that we may glorify Him in all our
work. «f1hes whercrel staéioied or employed, He is_with His
workien, so thau when caliéd off we may be found.worthy. But
ﬁeéper +things than these can be found with the assistance of E
symbolism as I sugéested in the cése of the working tools. in
the light of these things we cén realise the meaning of what
Erederick the Great said, "Better members of society, more
v&rtuous and chariteble," for as.Grantham.reminds us,A"If this

immer meening is not accepted, nothing remeins but an empty

shell, " This is the true nature and these are the true

A
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principles of the lark Degree, end if we will follow them, thewu
by petient conmtinuence in well doing, we shall be built ud . =s

living stones into a spiritual house, meet for His hahitecions

SitleliBe

Tie Bros ROV. Fe Ae Grosvenor-5my‘h

Provie'Ge Chap.
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